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Holyoke Civic Symphony                   2022-2023 

Skol ! A Scandinavian Celebration
WELCOME!
We are a college/community orchestra with heart, talent, and vision. 
We perform four concerts (three of them without charge!) each season, 
featuring outstanding local soloists, beloved classics, and works by 
living composers.

We’re excited about the 2022-2023 season! In October, we’ll be playing 
music by Scandinavian composers, including Sibelius’ Finlandia as a 
call for peace. In December, we’ll feature Mozart’s Clarinet Concerto 
along with holiday favorites. Romance is the theme for March, with 
music inspired by Romeo and Juliet.  And in May, we’ll have the winner 
of the student concerto competition plus a world premiere from com-
poser Gwyneth Walker.

No matter what your musical tastes are, you’ll find something to en-
joy at our concerts. We look forward to seeing you in the audience!
					     	         - David Kidwell

MUSIC DIRECTOR & CONDUCTOR 
DAVID KIDWELL 
David Kidwell has been Music Director and Conductor 
of the Holyoke Civic Symphony since 1997, serving 
longer than any other conductor in the orchestra’s 
history. 

Kidwell is also a visiting lecturer in music at Mount Holyoke 
College and Principal Accompanist at Enfield Congregational 
Church.
 
Kidwell holds a bachelor’s degree in music from the University of 
Mary Washington and a master’s degree in music composition 
from The Hartt School. He has studied conducting at the Tangle-
wood Music Center, the South Carolina Conductors Institute, and 
privately with Melvin Strauss. 
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Sunday May 1, 2022    
    Holyoke Civic Symphony

Skol!A Scandinavian Celebration
Program Notes  by Jane Rausch 

Composers born in the Scandinavian nations of Norway, Sweden, 
Denmark, Finland, and Iceland were relative newcomers to the 
Classical European art scene, but since World War II their works 
have become increasingly prominent in orchestra programs as 
well as in popular music.  Today we celebrate four of the best-
known musicians whose compositions have become familiar to 
audiences around the world.

*****

CARL AUGUST NIELSEN was a Danish composer, conductor, 
and violinist who is widely recognized as his country’s most prom-
inent composer.  Brought up by poor yet musically talents parents, 
Nielsen demonstrated his musical abilities at an early age and 
initially played in a military band before attending the Royal Dan-
ish Academy of Music in Copenhagen from 1884 until December 
1886. Inspired by composers such as Brahms and Grieg, Nielsen 
soon developed his own style, producing six symphonies, a wind 
quintet, and concertos for violin, flute, and clarinet.

Composed between 1905 and 1906, Maskarade was Nielsen’s 
second opera.  He based it on a 1724 play of the same name 
written by Ludvig Holberg that is set in Copenhagen. It is a story of 
love and mistaken identity that unfolds with a series of glittering 
masked balls as its backdrop. Clothed in brilliant, inventive orches-
tration, the punchy melodies of the overture sparkle with wit and 
humor that immediately draw listeners into an atmosphere of high 
spirits and romantic intrigue.  Although  the opera is rarely heard 
outside of Denmark, the Maskarade overture is performed frequent-
ly and stands as one of the composer’s most widely circulated 
works in Europe and North America.

*****
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JEAN SIBELIUS, the celebrated Finnish composer, was born in 
1865 in Hämenlinna, a small town  in the south of Finland where 
the language and culture of his middle-class family was Swedish.  
It was at school that Sibelius first learned Finnish (which remained 
his second language), and he developed an interest in the ealy 
legends of his country, which at the time was an autonomous grand 
duchy under the Tsar of Russia.  As a youth, Sibelius aspired to be 
a concert violinist, but while a student at the Helsinki music school 
from 1885-1889, he realized that his true gift lay in composition.  

Romantic nationalism soon became the crucial element in his 
art and political leanings.  Disturbed by the repressive measures 
imposed on Finland by Russian Tsar Nicholas II, Sibelius became 
passionate about the fate of Karelia, a region in Finland’s eastern 
tip that partly lay in Russia, but was said to be the home of the old-
est, most respected aspects of Finish culture.  When students 
of Helsinki University in Vyborg approached him, Sibelius accepted 
a commission to provide a symphonic poem for a patriotic historical 
pageant they were planning to hold in 1893. The eleven incidental 
pieces he composed aroused such nationalistic feeling that Sibel-
ius recalled in a letter, “You couldn’t hear a single note of the of the 
music—everyone was on their feet cheering and clapping.”

To form the Karelia Suite, Sibelius selected three of these pieces:  
Intermezzo,  Ballade, and Alla Marcia. The work premiered in 1896, 
and with its Finnish folk motifs ringing of nationalism, it instantly 
became one of his most popular compositions. 

*****

Finlandia, which Sibelius composed in 1899, marked the turning 
point in his rise to popularity, for after 1900, his music became 
famous around the world. He wrote the piece in support of a public 
demonstration in Helsinki during a time of heightened political ten-
sions.  As Russia’s hold on Finland was tightening, Sibelius’ brief 
but stirring composition called Finland Awakes struck home like a 
thunderbolt. Sibelius changed the title to Finlandia when he revised 
it a year later as a free-standing tone poem. The Helsinki Philhar-
monic programmed Finlandia on its first major tour, carrying 
Sibelius’ name throughout Europe.  The work inspired national 
pride and brought Sibelius personal fame.  



Finlandia is effective because it is richly scored and boasts one of 
music’s great melodies, although, as in Elgar’s most famous Pomp 
and Circumstance march, it comes at the very last minute, some-
times catching audiences by surprise.

.*****
FRANZ ADOLPH BERWALD was a Swedish Romantic composer.  
Born in Stockholm, he came from a family of four generations of 
musicians.  His father, a violinist in the Royal Opera Orchestra, 
taught Franz the violin from an early age  and he soon began play-
ing in the court orchestra and the opera.  He began composing 
in 1818, but critics were not impressed with his works.  When his 
father died in 1825, he was forced to make his living by starting an 
orthopedic and physiotherapy clinic in Berlin. Undaunted by the 
lukewarm reception of his music, Berwald continued composing 
until his death in 1868, producing six symphonies, four piano trios, 
tone poems, and a variety of vocal works.  Not until 1866 were his 
musical efforts recognized, when he received the Swedish Order 
of the Polar Star.

Berwald’s three-act tragic opera, Estrella de Soria, first performed 
by the Royal Swedish Opera on April 9, 1862, never achieved a 
place in the standard repertory, but its overture became his best-
known work.  The slow, dark introduction leads into a turbulent 
allegro.  Various folk themes enter and are varied until the calm 
coda which heralds the beginning of the opera proper.

*****
EDVARD HAGERUP GRIEG, a Norwegian composer and pianist, is 
widely considered one of the principal Romantic Era composers. His 
use and development of Norwegian folk music brought the music of 
Norway to international consciousness, as well as contributing to 
developing the Norwegian national identity.  Raised in a musical 
family, Grieg enrolled in the piano department of Leipzig Conser-
vatory at the age of 15.  In 1862 he made his debut as a concert 
pianist in Karlshamn, Sweden. Grieg suffered from several serious 
diseases including pleurisy and tuberculosis, but he maintained a 
robust, musical career, writing sonatas for piano, violin, cello, and 
a variety of orchestral works, in addition to meeting Franz Liszt, 
Tchaikovsky, and other leading composers of the time.
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Grieg composed Peer Gynt in 1875 as incidental music to Henrik 
Ibsen’s play of the same name. From this music he later created 
two suites, each with four movements.  In Ibsen’s play, Peer Gynt, 
the only son of Norwegian peasants, suffers from a fantastic imag-
ination as well as delusions of grandeur.  He commits mad pranks, 
journeys to foreign continents, and after a strange turn, survives a 
shipwreck to return home as a penniless old man. The movements 
in Suite No. 1 depict some of these adventures. The first movement, 
“Morning Mood,” describes the sun rising over the desert in North 
Africa, with the melody played by a flute flowing over mooring 
bass notes.The second movement, “The Death of Aase,” performed 
by muted strings, describes the demise of Peer’s mother and his 
fantasy of riding with her to the gates of St. Peter.  In the third move-
ment, “Anitra’s Dance,” Peer is back in Africa where Anitra, his 
host’s daughter, tries to seduce him.  In the final movement, “In 
the Hall of the Mountain King,” Peer falls into an underground hall 
that is home to trolls, goblins, gnomes, and other such creatures. 
This movement is one of the most familiar and well-known of 
Greig’s pieces.
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Holyoke Civic Symphony
October 23, 2022 at 3:00 p.mSkol ! A Scandinavian Celebration

Overture to “Maskarade”.....................................Carl Nielsen		
			                                                 (1865–1931)

Karelia Suite, Op. 11 ..........................................Jean Sibelius		
   				                                       (1865–1957)

I. Intermezzo
II. Ballade

III. Alla marcia

Finlandia, Op. 26 ............................................... Jean Sibelius
				          

Intermission

Overture to “Estrella de Soria”  .....................Franz Berwald		
                                                                              (1796–1868)

Peer Gynt Suite No. 1, Op. 46 ...........................Edvard Grieg		
				                                        1843–1907)

I. Morning Mood
II. Aase’s Death

III. Anitra’s Dance
IV. In the Hall of the Mountain King

“This program is supported in part by a grant from the Holyoke 
Cultural Council and the South Hadley Cultural Council, 

                              local agencies which are supported by the 
                           Mass Cultural Council, - a state agency.”  
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CONCERT MUSICIANS
Sunday May 1, 2022 

Would you like to salute your favorite 
HCS musician or orchestra section?

Fill in and mail the membership/contribution 
form on page11. 

We’ll let them know you’ve saluted them! 
Thank you!

First Violin
Irina Condon, 
               Concertmaster
Alexandra  Arvantis
Helen Chesworth
Fred Henle
Naomi Schmidt

Second Violin
Mari Gottdiener
Jane Allen
Cheryl Solomon
Kathy Wroblewski

Viola
Erin Thom
Roberta Goldman
Karen Pery 

Cello
Audrey Barker-Plotkin
Eric Bitman
Nola Kulig
Jenny Peters

French Horn
Tom Stockton
Mike Sherman
Stanley Light
Ira Brezinsky

Trumpet
Dan Melbourne
Robert Parsons
Rob Ravosa

Trombone
Joris Taupier
Wendi Greene
Steve Tilley

Tuba
Konner Hafner

Timpani
Richard Glashow

Percussion
Katy Maher

Bass
Amanda Sposato
Lucy Shrenker

Flute
Jennifer Quynn-Dale
Sue Dunbar

Piccolo
Louise Antony

Oboe
John Vance
Joyce Schlef

English Horn
John Vance

Clarinet
Gerold Mohn
Bruce Krasin
Joseph Mercolino

Bassoon
Roger Clapp
Christine Morrill



                     ABOUT THE ORCHESTRA
	       

	       When the Holyoke Civic Symphony began in 1967 
it  was part of Holyoke Community College. In the early 1990s 
HCS incorporated. As a nonprofit  HCS has steadfastly offered 
opportunities to perform and listen to symphonic music  and 
honors its commitment to accessibility with every performance. 
On Monday evenings from 50 to 60  non-professional musi-
cians come together to rehearse at HCC. Local professional 
musicians perform as guest soloists, and living composers 
provide original compositions that the orchestra perform along 
with the classics..

HCS conducts a biennial concerto competition for high school-
ers. Winners receive a scholarship and an opportunity to per-
form as a guest soloist. In alternating years, HCS holds a com-
position competition and review entries from all over the U.S.
Because HCS is committed to minimizing financial barriers, 
most  performances are free. HCS depends on the generosity of 
businesses and individuals. Holyoke Community College pro-
vides rehearsal and concert space, and other needed services, 
for which the orchestra is very grateful. This season the orches-
tra is commemorating its 55th year and celebrating 25 seasons 
under the baton of Music Director and Conductor David Kidwell.

Information: www.holyokecivicsymphony.org                 413-256-1760
David Kidwell, Music Director    director@holyokecivicsymphony.org
Emily Lewis, Business Mgr.     manager@holyokecivicsymphony.org
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 COMPLIMENTS OF

     Western Mass Horn Society 
       Stanley R. Light, Chairman

      99 Prouty Street, Springfield, MA 01119
    413-796-8150

    attystanleylight@hotmail.com



          We’re Grateful for Your Gift!
 

complete & mail with your check:
HOLYOKE CIVIC SYMPHONY

303 HOMESTEAD AVE., HOLYOKE, MA 01040

The 56th HCS CONCERT SEASON!

		  ___ $1,500 Conductor’s Circle
		  ___ $  500  President’s Circle
		  ___ $  250  Founder
		  ___ $  100  Benefactor
		  ___ $    25   Friend
	  	 ___ $ Other donation        

or go to www.holyokecivicsymphony.org 
to make your 

Tax deductible donation. 
 Contributions of $25 and up are listed on our program insert.

  Name ___________________________________
  Email  __________________________(not shared)
  Address ___________________City ____________   
  Zip____________   Phone________ 

If you are saluting someone,
please  include name or orchestra section here: 

__________________________________________________
            
                             ARE YOU A NEW SUPPORTER?  __

Your donation supports our free, orchestra concerts; 
our commissioning of  composers ; soloists;

 our concerto competition with local young student musicians, 
helps us partner with community organizations, and more.

The Holyoke Civic Symphony is a tax-exempt charitable organization 
as described in 501(c)(3) of the IRS Code.

THANK YOU!
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The Holyoke Civic Symphony
proudly announces the 2022-23
Thomas Schwab Memorial

Student Concerto Competition
 

With gratitude and fond remembrances of Tom Schwab who played 
string with the orchestra for decades; who was a lawyer generous with 
his time as a member of the orchestra and who as a Director on HCS 
Board of Directors for many years advocated for children to have 

opportunity to perform music, HCS has renamed its student
concerto competition in his name.  

  This competition is offered to students in  grades 9 through 12.  
   The application to audition can be completed online.

https://tinyurl.com/3uk4325t
    
   OR  download a printable application using the link on the same page. 

If you prefer an application be mailed through the postal service 
call Emily at 413-256-1760.

To support this competition and the other programs of HCS go to:       
www.holyokecivicsymphony.org and click the donate buttom.

99 Suffolk Street, Holyoke, MA  01040   |    www.hged.com   |   (413) 536-9300

Your neighbors at Holyoke Gas & Electric would like 
to offer best wishes and congratulations to 

Holyoke Civic Symphony! 
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  THANK YOU!!   July 2021-  Dec. 2022
Italicized names are being saluted by contributor’s name 
above. See page 11 to donate and/or salute. Thank you!

THANKS FOR YOUR HELP!
Dianne Henning and Fred Henle for helping maintain the HCS 

website; Jess Zane, Joe Levine, and Martha Harrington, greeters; 
Diana Cole, stage manager

Leslie Matlen & Fred Bloom
  Kathleen McDonough & David Spring

Charles & Roberta Morkin
Joel Plotkin
John Pollard      
Jane Rausch

Robert & Karen Ravosa
Thomas & Margot Rowland

Brian Rosenkranz
PeoplesBank 

James Sheehan
Frank & Maria Simpson 

David Schneider
Cheryl Solomon 

William & Nancy Squires
Thomas Stockton

Don & Nina Tetenbaum
John Vance
Sally Weiss

Friend  ($25+)
Paula Baretsky

Glenn P Corbiere 
Nancy Dubin

saluting Emily Lewis
Patricia Farrington
Laura Ferguson

  Sylvia Galvan & Charles O’Connor
                 saluting Richard Glashow

Gerald & Roberta Goldman
Martin Kounitz
Emily G. Lewis

Brant Maller
Johanna Santos

Mary Beth Seminario
Susan B. Young

 Micala Sidore and William Oram
Amanda Sposato

Josephine Whitehead
Roy Williams

Peggy Winnett 
Jean Zimmer & Family

Conductors Circle ($1,500+)
Anonymous

Emily Kidwell  

President's Circle ($500+)
Dianne Henning

Jane Allen & Dan Levy
Louise Antony & Joseph Levine

 Fred Henle
Nola & Alan Kulig 

Attorney Stanley R. Light
Karen J. Pery

Eleanor & Peter Santos
James Sheehan & Diana Cole

Founder ($250+) 
Robert & Frances Abrams
Lynn Lovell & John Darrow

Sean Mallari 
Jenny Peters

Jennifer Quynn-Dale
Eleanor Rothman

Christine & Kenneth Singer
Suzanne Spadola

UMass Dept. of Philosophy
honoring Prof. Louise Antony on 

her retirement.
Benefactor  ($100+)
Tom & Maryann Bankman 

Eric Bittman
Karen Bressett

Irina & George Condon
Helen Chesworth

Colleen Currie
Patricia Farrington 

Richard Glashow & Jan Fialkow 
Portia & James Henle

Chris & Jack Hjelt
      saluting director David Kidwell

Nancy Hoople 
Janet & Robert Hudson   

      in honor of Robin Stolk 



  

Michael D. Ravosa, CFP       
Senior Vice President, CFP, Portfolio Manager

                                    The RBD Wealth Management Group

 One Monarch Place,  Suite 1400
 Springfield, MA 01144
				            Tel. 413-785-4900 ext. 4907 	
				                          Fax  413-785-1058         
                                                            toll free  800-628-9406  
                                      	            michael.ravosa@ubs.com

 
 UBS Financial Services Inc. is a subsidiary of UBS AG       www.ubs.com

Congratulations, 
Holyoke Civic

Symphony,
on your 56th season
of beautiful music!
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Christine Singer has more than 35 years of leadership 
experience in non-profit management, and
organizational and workforce development.

  personal coaching  program Consultation   Strategic Planning

Workshops:
Effective Communication         Building Effective Teams 
Conflict Management Supervisory Training and more.

1045 West Street, Pittsfield, MA 01201
413-822-1318

workshopsforsuccess@gmail.com
www.workshopsforsuccess.org

Christine Singer, M.Ed., President

Your Pioneer Valley Moving Specialist
JIMMY BURGOFF
moving & hauling

(413)256-6800
Residential & Commericial  Specializing in Pianos & Safes
www.jimmyburgoff.com       jimmy@jimmyburgoff.com

OVER 11,000 PIANOS MOVED SINCE 1978
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Music in a
Chamber Setting

Trinity United
Methodist Church

1st & 3rd Tuesdays

361 Sumner Avenue
Springfield

(413) 896-1266
www.tuesdaymmc.org
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Sponsor acknowledgement includes: 
A FULL-PAGE PROGRAM BOOK AD

& graphic mention on www.holyokecivicsymphony.org. 

COMPANY BANNER OR SIGN DISPLAYED
in the lobby on concert day

THANKS from the concert stage and on our website 

FIVE FREE TICKETS for the season’s final concert 
(benefit concert). 

Speak with Emily Lewis at 413-256-1760
manager@holyokecivicsymphony.org

THANK YOU SPONSORS
October: Linda Robinson Dental

December & May: Holyoke Gas & Electric
All concerts: PeoplesBank
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THE HAMPSHIRE MUSIC CLUB
       Your Classical Music Meeting Place

The Club

We are a music appreciation club that promotes classical music throughout
 the Pioneer Valley.  We are a membership organisation with officers and 

 directors elected by the members.  Annual dues: $15.  
        

Musical Potpourri

Five weekly programs on topics related to music.  Recent examples: “Two 
Grands, Four Hands,” “That Tantalizing Tango,” “Choral Music of Randall 

Thompson”.  Wednesday mornings at 10:00 in early fall.

Good News About Classical Music

A FREE e-mailed newsletter listing classical music events in the Pioneer 
Valley.  Every Friday morning at 8:30 a.m.

   
For further information, telephone club president Pat Kapitzky

 at 413/575-JUDY or e-mail Peter Jones at classical.music.evangelist@gmail.com. 
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Congratulations to the 
Holyoke Civic Symphony

for 56 years of great concerts
& to music director and 

conductor David Kidwell for 
26 years of fine HCS leadership!

STANLEY R. LIGHT
ATTORNEY AT LAW

	

WILLS - PROBATE - FAMlLY LAW - REAL ESTATE

Serving Western MA Since 1977
MEMBER MA & RI BAR

99 Prouty Street
Sprinfield, MA 01119
Call: (413) 796-8150

attystanleylight@hotmail.com
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PROUD SPONSOR
OF TODAY’S CONCERT

Linda Robinson DentalLinda Robinson Dental

Many good wishes to the
Holyoke Civic Symphony.  
Thanks for a half century 

plus six years of great music.

Linda Robinson DentalLinda Robinson Dental
380 Russell Street (Rte.9), Suite 1

Hadley, MA 01035     413-587-0888

www.lindarobinsondental.com
Great to be sponsoring

this beautiful fall HCS concert!


