
Holyoke 
     Civic  Symphony                                      The Sound Choice

   David Kidwell, Conductor    

Sunday   December 11, 2022
Holiday Concert

!



Full Season Sponsor



Holyoke Civic Symphony                   2022-2023

WELCOME!
We are a college/community orchestra with heart, talent, and vi-
sion. We perform four concerts (three of them at no charge) each 
season, featuring outstanding local soloists, beloved classics, and 
works by living composers.

We’re excited about the 2022-2023 season! In October, we played
music by Scandinavian composers, including Sibelius’ Finlandia as a 
call for peace. Today’s holiday concert features Mozart’s Clarinet 
Concerto with guest soloist Paul Green, along with seasonal favor-
ites. Romance is the theme for March, with music inspired by Romeo 
and Juliet.  And in May, we’ll have the winner of the student con-
certo competition plus a world premiere from composer Gwyneth 
Walker.

No matter what your musical tastes are, you’ll find something to 
enjoy at our concerts. We look forward to seeing you in the audience!
              - David Kidwell

          MUSIC DIRECTOR & CONDUCTOR 
           DAVID KIDWELL 
              
                     David Kidwell has been Music Director and Conductor 
of the Holyoke Civic Symphon since1997, serving longer than any 
other conductor in the orchestra’s history. 

Kidwell is also a visiting lecturer in music at Mount Holyoke 
College and Principal Accompanist at Enfield Congregational 
Church.
 
Kidwell holds a bachelor’s degree in music from the University of 
Mary Washington and a master’s degree in music composition 
from The Hartt School. He has studied conducting at the Tangle-
wood Music Center, the South Carolina Conductors Institute, and 
privately with Melvin Strauss. 
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Sunday December 11, 2022
Holyoke Civic Symphony

Program Notes  by Jane Rausch
 

“Feliz Navidad.”  “Joyeux Noël.” “Fröhliche Weihhachten.” “Merry 
Christmas.”  Every December, people of virtually all cultures take a 
moment or two to offer a simple seasonal greeting of joy and peace.  
The HCS welcomes this opportunity to perform a concert that com-
bines two popular classics and a selection of wonderful holiday music.

*****
GEORGES BIZET was a French composer of the Romantic era 
who is best known for his operas in a career cut short by his early 
death from a heart attack at age 36.  He achieved few successes 
before his final work, Carmen, which has become one of the most 
frequently performed works in the entire opera repertoire.  As it was 
common practice in the nineteenth century for composers to produce 
orchestral suites from their operas as a way to promote their music 
in concert halls,  Bizet created two suites from his Carmen score. 
The three selections that we will play today form part of the Carmen 
Suite No. 2.  “Chanson du Toréador” is the famous Toreador’s song 
sung by Escamillo when he arrives in Seville ahead of the bullfight.  
A trumpet represents the  voice of the brash, bombastic Escamillo, 
and the music is tense, dramatic. Full of Spanish flair, it describes 
various situations in the bullfight, the cheering of the crowds, and 
the fame that comes with victory. “La Garde Montante” is a march 
sung by urchins who accompany a troop of fresh soldiers arriving 
to take over guard duties in the square outside the cigarette factory 
where Carmen is employed.  The “Danse Bohème” occurs while 
Carmen and her friends are entertaining the officers at the local inn.  
Opening with a rousing flute duet, the music slowly builds in tempo 
and dynamics to provide a thrilling finale to the second suite.

 *****
WOLFGANG AMADEUS MOZART, at some point between the 
end of September and mid-November 1791, wrote a concerto for 
the clarinetist Anton Stadler, who soon after presented its first 
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performance in Vienna. The concerto was to be the composer’s last 
major instrumental piece, for he died two months later at age 35.

Mozart was fond of the clarinet with its rich sonorities and almost 
vocal qualities of expression. A certain chamber music quality reigns 
over the entire concerto.  The trumpets and timpani of his most 
brilliant piano concertos are omitted here, and even oboes, the most 
penetrating of the woodwinds, are banished.  The string writing is 
sophisticated, with Mozart making meticulous distinctions in dividing 
the bass line between cellos and double basses.

The concerto has three movements: Allegro, Adagio, and Rondo: 
Allegro. The Allegro begins with an orchestral introduction that 
presents the graceful main theme. When the clarinet enters, it plays 
its own version of the main theme and introduces several new ones, 
passing through a rich succession of keys. Throughout, Mozart fully 
exploits the different sonorities of the clarinet from the clear, pure 
high notes to the warm middle register and the chesty lower range.  
The soloist’s forays into darker minor tonalities add expressive com-
plexity to the music’s elegant beauty.

The slow Adagio is a marvel of artful simplicity; its undisturbed se-
rene beauty makes it one of Mozart’s loveliest creations.The move-
ment begins with a long melody introduced by the clarinet and then 
echoed by the orchestra.  A central section focuses completely on 
the soloist, whose part includes more ornamental figuration.  The 
opening melody then returns in abbreviated form, followed by a coda.

The fast and playful Rondo: Allegro takes the form of a rondo, 
in which the main melody alternates with contrasting episodes.  
After the soloist and orchestra introduce the jaunty main theme, 
the clarinet launches into a sweet, complimentary second theme     
becoming increasingly expressive and developmental as it         
unfolds.  The main theme then makes a brief return, leading to a 
contrasting episode in a minor key.  Then it reappears once again 
for the concerto’s joyful conclusion.

*****
JOSÉ FELICIANO was born in Lares, Puerto Rico in 1945 and 
started playing the ukulele at age 3.  After his family moved to New 
York, he  learned to play classical guitar, inspired by Andres Sego-
via, and eventually he became a singer-songwriter.  Over 50 years 
ago, in 1970, he introduced “Feliz Navidad.”  The song consists of a 



simple  Spanish chorus (the traditional Christmas/New Year greet-
ing, “Feliz Navidad, próspero año nuevo y felicidad” meaning “Mer-
ry Christmas, a prosperous year and happiness”) and an equally 
simple English verse, “I wanna wish you a Merry Christmas from the 
bottom of my heart.”  These two phrases of holiday cheer, repeated 
over and over in Spanish and in English for three minutes, have a 
kind of charm so that anyone can sing.  “Feliz Navidad” has become 
a classic Christmas pop song in the United States, throughout the 
Spanish-speaking world, and internationally.

*****
BRIAN BALMAGES is an American composer, conductor, and music 
educator.  He wrote Fantasia on We Three Kings as a serious 
concert piece for the holiday season. Some musicians,  however,  
who have performed the work decided that the best description 
for it is “Star Trek meets a Christmas carol medley!” The melody is 
introduced in fragments over a haunting orchestration. After a short 
pause, the entire melody is presented by the oboe which is later 
joined by the rest of the woodwinds and strings. A second carol, 
“What Child is This?” is introduced briefly, and then emerges into a 
brilliant countermelody.  The piece builds in volume and intensity to 
drive toward a powerful and climatic ending.

*****
FLORENCE PRICE, a classical composer, pianist, organist, and 
music teacher, enjoys the distinction of being the first African 
American woman to be recognized as a symphonic composer.  Her 
little known but enormous output includes four symphonies, cham-
ber works, art songs, violin sonatas, organ anthems, piano pieces, 
spiritual arrangements, and three piano concertos. Although she 
composed hundreds of pieces, her catalogue did not enter the 
twentieth-century mainstream canon, and many of her works, 
including two violin concertos, might have vanished if they had not 
been discovered during the 2009 renovation of her abandoned 
home in St. Anne, Illinois. Now in the last ten years major orches-
tras are beginning to program her music.

Adoration published in 1951 was originally composed for the organ.  
As arranged by Robert Jones, the piece unfolds leisurely in a literal 
ABA form with coda, the middle section being somewhat slower.  

As with most of her compositions, the musical vocabulary is lushly
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romantic and tonal.  In the original organ version, the beautiful 
song-like melody - underpinned by sustained chords and long pedal 
points - transfers idiomatically to the arrangement for small 
orchestra that we hear in today’s performance.

*****
LAUREN BERNOFSKY has composed solo, chamber, and choral 
music as well as larger-scale works for orchestra, opera, and ballet.  
In “We Wish You a Klezmer Christmas” she has set four popular  
Christmas melodies in distinct and characteristic Klezmer (an in-
strumental music tradition of Ashkenazi Jews) styles. Opening with 
“Jingle Bells” over a slow and dramatic Doina, the music moves into 
a lively version of “We Wish You a Merry Christmas” as a Bulgar. A 
Khosidl is the setting for a slower, restrained version of “Hark! The 
Herald Angels Sing” (complete with “shout chorus”).  The music 
takes off with “Deck the Halls” presented as a Sher.  Of course, the 
Dreidel Song makes a cameo appearance at the end.

*****
LEROY ANDERSON composed Sleigh Ride in 1946 while endur-
ing a long heat wave.  Mitchell Parish wrote the lyrics that tell of a 
person who would like to share a sleigh ride on a winter’s day with 
another person. This colorful piece, a popular favorite ever since it 
was first recorded in 1949, provides a festive and traditional end-
ing for our holiday concert.

THE HOLYOKE CIVIC SYMPHONY
proudly announces the 2022-23

Thomas Schwab Memorial
Student Concerto Competition

 With gratitude and fond remembrances of Tom Schwab who played violin  
 with the orchestra for decades; who was a lawyer generous with his time
 as a member of the orchestra and who as a Director on HCS Board of 
 Directors for many years advocated for children to have opportunity to 
perform music, HCS has renamed its student concerto competition in 
his name.

            For students in  grades 9 through 12.  
An application to audition  is  online.   https://tinyurl.com/3uk4325t
OR  download a print application using the link on the  
same page and mail to the Holyoke Community College  
303 Homestead Avenue, Holyoke, MA 01040.



PAGE 8 www.holyokecivicsymphony.org

Holyoke Civic Symphony
December 11, 2022 at 3:00 p.m.

Carmen Suite No. 2 ..........................................................Georges Bizet  
     (1838–1875)

I. Chanson du Toréador
II. La Garde Montante

III. Danse Bohème

Clarinet Concerto in A Major, K. 622.......... Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart  
     (1756–1791)

Paul Green, clarinet

I. Allegro
II. Adagio

III. Rondo: Allegro  
Intermission

Feliz Navidad ...................................................................José Feliciano 
           (b. 1945)

Fantasia on “We Three Kings” ....................................Brian Balmages 
(b. 1975)

Adoration.....................................................Florence Price (1887–1953)
         arranged by Robert Jones

We Wish You a Klezmer Christmas......................... Lauren  Bernofsky 
(b. 1967)

Sleigh Ride .................................................................... Leroy Anderson  
(1908–1975)

“This program is supported in part by a grant from the Holyoke Cultural 
Council and the South Hadley Cultural Council,  local agencies 

which are  supported by the Mass 
Cultural Council, - a state agency.”  
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ABOUT THE ORCHESTRA
Sunday December 11, 2022 

IT’S SO NICE TO BE APPRECIATED

          You can show your appreciation of an 
       HCS musician or orchestra section.     

Fill in & mail the membership/contribution form on page12. 
We’ll let them know you’ve saluted them!  Thank you!

First Violin
Irina Condon, 
       Concertmaster
Alexandra  Arvantis
Helen Chesworth
Fred Henle
Cybelle Kilby
Eva Myers
Naomi Schmidt
Christine Singer

second Violin
Nancy Hoople
Jane Allen
Sika Berger
Frank Simpson
Cheryl Solomon
Kathy Wroblewski

Viola
Erin Thom
Diana Cole
Karen Pery

cello
Audrey Barker-Plotkin
Eric Bitman
Nola Kulig
Jenny Peters

French horn
Tom Stockton
Victor Perpetua
Stanley Light
Jeanne Friedman

trumpet
Dan Melbourne
Robert Parsons
Robert Ravosa

trombone
Joris Taupier
Wendi Greene
Steve Tilley

euphonium
Steve Tilley

tuba
Natalie Mundis

timpani
Richard Glashow

percussion
Katy Maher
Dave Choquette
Richard Glashow

bass
Amanda Sposato
Lucy Shrenker

Flute
Jennifer Quynn-Dale
Louise Antony
Patty Devine

piccolo
Louise Antony
Patty Devine

oboe
John Vance
Joyce Schlef

clarinet
Paul Dratfield
Ab Brown
Joseph Mercolino

bassoon
Roger Clapp
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  COMPLIMENTS OF

         Western Mass Horn Society 
Stanley R. Light, Chairman

     99 Prouty Street, 
Springfield, MA 0111   

    413-796-8150  
    stanlight99@hotmail.com

  Classical, Klezmer and Jazz clarinetist PAUL GREEN 
began his musical studies at an early age and at age 13 performed 
and recorded Saint-Saens’ “Carnival of the Animals” 
in Leonard Bernstein’s Young People’s Concert with 
the New York Philharmonic. In 1965, Green won the
Young Concert Artists International Auditions, giving 
his solo debut in New York in 1966.  His music 
degrees are from Yale University and the Juilliard 
School, and a master’s degree in jazz from Florida International 
University (FIU). 

A former attorney and law professor, Green has performed at 
chamber music festivals in Poland, China, Korea, Mexico, Austria, 
and throughout the United States. He was an Artistic Ambassa-
dor in 1997 for US Information Agency, touring Moldova and the 
Middle East. As a jazz performer and arranger, he has produced 
several Jewish-Jazz fusion CDs. Green has been artist faculty at 
Williams College, Skidmore College, Schenectady Community 
College, and teaches at the Berkshire Music School. 

    ABOUT THE GUEST ARTIST 
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                     ABOUT THE ORCHESTRA
       
                 
             When the Holyoke Civic Symphony began in 1967 it 
was part of Holyoke Community College. In the early 1990s 
HCS incorporated. As a nonprofit  HCS has steadfastly of-
fered opportunities to perform and listen to symphonic music 
while honoring its commitment to accessibility with every 
performance. About 50 to 60 non-professional musicians 
come together to rehearse at HCC Monday evenings. Local 
professional musicians perform as guest soloists, and living 
composers provide original compositions that the orchestra 
perform along with the classics.

HCS conducts a biennial concerto competition for students 
in grades 9 -12. Winners receive a scholarship and an op-
portunity to perform as a guest soloist. In alternating years, 
HCS holds a composition competition and review entries 
from all over the U.S.

HCS is committed to minimizing financial barriers and most  
performances are free. HCS depends on generous businesses 
and individuals. Holyoke Community College provides rehears-
al and concert space as well as other needed services for 
which the orchestra is very grateful. This season the orchestra 
commemorates its 56th year and celebrates 26 seasons under 
the baton of Music Director and Conductor David Kidwell.

For information we are at
 www.holyokecivicsymphony.org        413-256-1760

David Kidwell, Music Director    
director@holyokecivicsymphony.org

Emily Lewis, Business Manager
manager@holyokecivicsymphony.org
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THANK YOU!

          Bravo! 
Your generosity is is appreciated!

complete & mail with your check:
HOLYOKE CIVIC SYMPHONY

303 HOMESTEAD AVE., HOLYOKE, MA 01040

The 56th HCS CONCERT SEASON!

  ___ $1,500 Conductor’s Circle
  ___ $  500  President’s Circle
  ___ $  250  Founder
  ___ $  100  Benefactor
  ___ $    25   Friend
   ___ $ Other donation 
     

 Contributions of $25 and up are listed on our program insert.

  Name ___________________________________
  Email  __________________________(not shared)
  Address ___________________City ____________   
  Zip____________   Phone________ 

If you are saluting someone,
please  include name or orchestra section here: 

__________________________________________________
            
                             ARE YOU A NEW SUPPORTER?  __

or go to www.holyokeCiviCsymphony.org 
to make your 

tax deduCtible donation.

Your donation supports our free, orchestra concerts; 
our commissioning of  composers ; soloists;

 our concerto competition with local young student musicians, 
helps us partner with community organizations, and more.

The Holyoke Civic Symphony is a tax-exempt charitable organization 
as described in 501(c)(3) of the IRS Code.
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  THANK YOU!  JULY 2021-  DEC. 2022
Italicized names are being saluted by contributor’s name above. 

See page 11 to donate and/or salute. Thank you!

Thank You for Your Generosity!

Patricia Farrington 
Richard Glashow & Jan Fialkow

Mary Friedman 
Eloise Genest

Portia & James Henle
Chris & Jack Hjelt

 saluting director David Kidwell
Nancy Hoople 

Janet & Robert Hudson   
in honor of Robin Stolk 

Stephen Linsky
Barbara Lockhart

Leslie Matlen & Fred Bloom 
 Kathleen McDonough 

& David Spring
Charles & Roberta Morkin

Joel Plotkin
John Pollard      
Jane Rausch

Robert & Karen Ravosa
Thomas & Margot Rowland

Brian Rosenkranz
PeoplesBank 

James Sheehan
Frank & Maria Simpson 

David Schneider
Joyce & Chuck Schlef

Cheryl Solomon 
William & Nancy Squires

Thomas Stockton
Robin Stolk

Don & Nina Tetenbaum
John Vance
Sally Weiss

Friend  ($25+)
Paula Baretsky

Chris & Wayne Brown 
Glenn P Corbiere

ConduCtors CirCle ($1,500+)
Anonymous

Emily Kidwell
  

President's CirCle ($500+)
Fred Henle

Dianne Henning
Jane Allen & Dan Levy

Louise Antony & Joseph Levine
Nola & Alan Kulig 

Attorney Stanley R. Light
in memory of his brother 

Benjamin Light
Karen J. Pery

Eleanor & Peter Santos
Lois Schwab

James Sheehan & Diana Cole

Founder ($250+) 
Robert & Frances Abrams
Lynn Lovell & John Darrow

Sean Mallari 
Jenny Peters

Jennifer Quynn-Dale
Eleanor Rothman

Christine & Kenneth Singer
Suzanne Spadola

UMass Dept. of Philosophy
honoring Prof. Louise Antony on 

her retirement.

BeneFaCtor  ($100+)
Tom & Maryann Bankman 

Eric Bittman
Karen Bressett

Irina & George Condon
Helen Chesworth

Colleen Currie
Laurie Enderle

Jonathan Evans
honoring David Kidwell’s 25th



 & Thanks to
- Holyoke Community College 

for use of  its facilities and percussion instruments
- Steve Bailey 

for concert production assistance
- Dianne Henning, Fred Henle,and David Kidwell 

for maintenance of the orchestra’s website
-Danielle Tate, Photographer

- Joseph Levine, Maggie Nowinski, Barbara Lockhart 
for greeting our wonderful audience 

- George Howard for being our Zoom monitor

Italicized names are being saluted by contributor’s name above. 
See page 11 to donate and/or salute. Thank you!

Carla Becker
Nancy Dubin

saluting Emily Lewis
Patricia Farrington
Laura Ferguson

  Sylvia Galvan & Charles O’Connor
saluting Richard Glashow

Gerald & Roberta Goldman
Martin Kounitz
Emily G. Lewis

Brant Maller
Susan McGurk

Johanna Santos
Mary Beth Seminario

 Micala Sidore and William Oram
Amanda Sposato

Josephine Whitehead
Jean Walachy
Roy Williams

Peggy Winnett 
Susan B. Young

Jean Zimmer & Family

In Memory of Peter Santos
who loved playing with

HCS for more than 50 years.
He also served on the HCS 

board of directors.
We miss him.

Mely Un Lu Cheng &
Yek Soan Cheng

Ellen & Carl Gatchell
Nancy Hoople

Evelyn & Robert Jackson
James Jekel

Laura Kahkonen 
& Douglas Sparrow

Carol Kinsley
Brian Nathanson
Mary Palomba

Mark and Judith Pohlman
Carole Perla

Lucy & Dwight Shepard
Eleanor Santos & family
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Friends

               More Thanks! 
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Your Pioneer Valley Moving Specialist
JIMMY BURGOFF
moving & hauling

(413)256-6800
Residential & CommeRiCial  speCializing in pianos & safes
www.jimmyburgoff.com       jimmy@jimmyburgoff.com

oVER 11,000 PIANOS MOVED SINCE 1978

Making competent,
objective advice

accessible.  
  413-565-2839
  www.kuligfinancial.com
   Longmeadow, MA

Fee-only financial advice,
no commissions

KULIG Financial Advisors

Nola Kulig, CFA, CFP

Investment advisor representative of and investment advisory services offered
through CGN Advisors, LLC, a fee-only SEC registered investment advisor. Tel:
(910) FEE-ONLY. Kulig Financial Advisors may offer investment advisory services
in the State of MA and in other jurisdictions where exempted.



Christine Singer has more than 35 years of leadership 
experience in non-profit management, and
organizational and workforce development.

  personal coaching  program consultation   strategic planning

Workshops:
Effective Communication         Building Effective Teams 
Conflict Management Supervisory Training and more.

1045 West Street, Pittsfield, MA 01201
413-822-1318

workshopsforsuccess@gmail.com
www.workshopsforsuccess.org

Christine Singer, M.Ed., President

THE HAMPSHIRE MUSIC CLUB
       Your Classical Music Meeting Place

The Club

We are a music appreciation club that promotes classical music throughout
 the Pioneer Valley.  We are a membership organisation with officers and 

 directors elected by the members.  Annual dues: $15.  
        

MusiCal PoTPourri

Five weekly programs on topics related to music.  Recent examples: “Two 
Grands, Four Hands,” “That Tantalizing Tango,” “Choral Music of Randall 

Thompson”.  Wednesday mornings at 10:00 in early fall.

Good News abouT ClassiCal MusiC

A FREE e-mailed newsletter listing classical music events in the Pioneer 
Valley.  Every Friday morning at 8:30 a.m.

   

For further information, telephone club president Pat Kapitzky
 at 413/575-JUDY or e-mail Peter Jones at classical.music.evangelist@gmail.com. 
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Music in a
Chamber Setting

Trinity United
Methodist Church

1st & 3rd Tuesdays

361 Sumner Avenue
Springfield

(413) 896-1266
www.tuesdaymmc.org
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Support the hCS orCheStra: Be a SponSor

SponSor aCknowledgement inCludeS:
 

A FULL-PAGE PROGRAM BOOK AD
& graphic mention on www.holyokecivicsymphony.org. 

COMPANY BANNER OR SIGN DISPLAYED
in the lobby on concert day

THANKS from the concert stage and on our website 

FIVE FREE TICKETS for the season’s final concert 
(benefit concert). 

Speak with Emily Lewis at 413-256-1760
manager@holyokecivicsymphony.org
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Congratulations to the 
Holyoke Civic Symphony

for 56 years of great concerts
& to music director/conductor 

David Kidwell for 
26 years of fine HCS leadership!

STANLEY R. LIGHT
ATTORNEY AT LAW

 

WILLS - PROBATE - FAMlLY LAW - REAL ESTATE

Serving Western MA Since 1977
MEMBER MA & RI BAR

99 Prouty Street
Springfield, MA 01119
Call: (413) 796-8150

stanlight99@hotmail.com
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Michael D. Ravosa, CFP       
Senior Vice President, CFP, Portfolio Manager

                                    The RBD Wealth Management Group

 One Monarch Place,  Suite 1400
 Springfield, MA 01144
            Tel. 413-785-4900 ext. 4907  
                          Fax  413-785-1058         
                                                            toll free  800-628-9406  
                                                  michael.ravosa@ubs.com

 
 UBS Financial Services Inc. is a subsidiary of UBS AG       www.ubs.com

Congratulations, 
Holyoke Civic Symphony,

on your 56 seasons
of  beautiful

music!



Your neighbors at 

Holyoke Gas & Electric 

would like to offer best 

wishes and 

congratulations to 

Holyoke Civic 

Symphony! 

Commissioners:  Francis J. Hoey, III • Robert H. Griffin • James A. Sutter                           Manager:  James M. Lavelle

visit us on-line at: 
www.hged.com

HG&E Main Office
99 Suffolk Street
Holyoke, MA  01040
(413) 536-9300
www.hged.com

ENCORE!

Lineman of Holyoke Gas & Electric




