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        Holyoke Civic Symphony 2024-2025

         Welcome to Our 58th Season!
The Holyoke Civic Symphony is made up of talented amateur musicians 
and students who perform an exciting mixture of styles and composers. 
Our mission is to make orchestral music accessible to Holyoke and the 
surrounding communities. Three of our four concerts each season are 
free of charge. I’m also very excited about the orchestra’s new Vision 
Statement, which you can find on pages 4 and 5 of this program book.

Our 2024-2025 season includes music by timeless composers such 
as Mozart, Brahms, Dvorak, and Bernstein; music by Black composers 
William Grant Still, Margaret Bonds, and Quinn Mason; and amazing 
soloists Jöel Angel Roches (oboe), Ronald Gorevic (violin), Zack Sears 
(cello), and the winner of our Student Concerto Competition.

Our concerts are welcoming, unpretentious, and fun for all ages. Come 
as you are and enjoy the music. We look forward to seeing you in the
audience! 						          - David Kidwell 

                                                                 	 David Kidwell : 
	    Music Director / Conductor 
David Kidwell has been Music Directand Conductor 
of the Holyoke Civic Symphony since 1997, serving 
longer than any conductor in the history of HCS. This 
long-time association with the orchestra has yielded 
wonderful performances, programs, and the fine-
tuning of our musicians’ orchestral skills.

Kidwell is also Principal Accompanist at Enfield Congregational 
Church, a keyboardist at the Goodspeed Opera House, and an 
accompanist and music director at The Hartt School. 
 
Kidwell holds a bachelor’s degree in music from the University of 
Mary Washington and a master’s degree in music composition from 
The Hartt School. He has studied conducting at Tanglewood Music 
Center, the South Carolina Conductors Institute, and privately with 
Melvin Strauss.
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“I'd like to share with you our new vision statement, which will help guide us as 
we continue to shape our future as an organization and as a part of this com-
munity.  Please let us know how we can be be better and truer to these ideals!”
			                                 Fred Henle, HCS Board of Directors President

        A vision for meaningful change
Embracing a culture of welcome, mutual respect, 

and a commitment to continual reflection, growth, and action.

The Holyoke Civic Symphony seeks to bring people together, making community connections 
through music and celebrating diversity at all levels. 
We strive to create a space where everyone is welcomed, valued, and empowered to participate fully. 
We embrace a multi-cultural, multi-generational spirit that enriches our artistic endeavors. Our commit-
ment to community extends beyond the concert stage. 
We wish to engage with audiences and collaborators in ways that reflect the depth and cultural vibrancy 
of the Holyoke region.
Diversity encompasses race and ethnic background, gender identity, sexual identity, age, socioeco-
nomic position, educational background, religious identity, veteran status, neurodiversity, and differing 
abilities. We uphold values such as respect, empathy, unity, and fairness to support current and future 
members of the orchestra, board and staff members, donors, and audiences. 

In this effort, we
 ● welcome musicians and participants from widely differing backgrounds and identities
 ● prioritize taking care of each other in everything we do
 ● strive for encouragement, positivity, and inspiration in rehearsals
 ● promote learning and greater understanding of diversity within our orchestra and community
 ● use a thoughtful approach to what and where we play

We celebrate orchestral music in all its forms, acknowledging its rich diversity beyond the confines of 
the European classical tradition. 

The Holyoke Civic Symphony is dedicated to identifying and addressing barriers, drawing more fully 
from our community, and ensuring that all who participate in our orchestra are supported and included. 
We are committed to increase inclusivity by critically examining whose music we are playing, who is 
playing it, and for whom we are playing it. We wish to be an organization that listens to and serves 
everyone.

As individuals, we come to this work with different perspectives and life experiences. We are aware that 
the work is difficult, but understand that our strength as a community lies in our ability to support and 
uplift one another, especially in times of adversity. We will continue to strive for a future where diversity, 
equity, inclusion, and belonging are not just ideals, but lived realities.

This vision is not static. It is a living document, constantly evolving as we learn, grow, and adapt to the 
needs of our members and our community. We understand that we can accomplish more collectively 
than we ever could as individuals. We believe in the power of music to bring people together, transcend 
barriers, and forge connections within our broader community.
We base our understanding of this commitment on these definitions, which apply not only to the 
orchestra, staff, and board, but to all whose lives we touch:
Diversity: The breadth of differences among people, both external and internal
Equity: Where everyone has the support they need to flourish and achieve their full potential
Inclusion and Belonging: An invitation to participate in all aspects of our organization, with shared 
ownership and mutual respect.



           Una visión por un cambio significativo
                   Adoptando una cultura de bienvenida, respeto mutuo, y un compromiso continuo 

con la reflexión, el crecimiento, y la acción.

La Orquesta Cívica de Holyoke (Holyoke Civic Symphony) busca unir a las personas, creando conex-
iones comunitarias a través de la música y celebrando la diversidad en todos los niveles.
Nos esforzamos por crear un espacio en donde todos sean bienvenidos, valorizados, y empoderados a 
participar plenamente.
Adaptamos un espíritu multicultural, multigeneracional que enriquece nuestros esfuerzosartísticos. 
Nuestro compromiso con la comunidad se extiende más allá de la sala de concierto.Deseamos 
involucrarnos con las audiencias y colaboradores de maneras que reflejen la profundidad y la vitalidad 
cultural de la región de Holyoke.
La diversidad abarca raza y origen étnico, identidad de género, identidad sexual, edad, posición socioeco-
nómica, antecedente educativo, identidad religiosa, estatus de veterano, neurodiversidad y habilidades 
diferentes. Defendemos valores como el respeto, la empatía, la unidad, y la equidad para apoyar a miem-
bros actuales y futuros en la orquesta, miembros de lajunta y del personal, donantes y audiencias. 
En este esfuerzo, nosotros
 ● Damos la bienvenida a músicos y participantes de diversos orígenes e identidades.
 ● Priorizamos el cuidado mutuo en todo lo que hacemos.
 ● Nos esforzamos por la motivación, positividad e inspiración en los ensayos.
 ● Promovemos el aprendizaje y una mayor comprensión de la diversidad dentro denuestra orquesta y 
comunidad.
 ● Utilizamos un enfoque reflexivo sobre qué y dónde tocamos.
Celebramos la música orquestal en todas sus formas, reconociendo su rica diversidad más allá de 
los confines de la tradición clásica europea. La Orquesta Cívica de Holyoke se dedica a identificar y 
denunciar barreras, atrayendo más a nuestra comunidad y asegurando que todoslos que participen 
en nuestra orquesta se sientan apoyados e incluidos. Nos comprometemos a aumentar la inclusividad 
examinando críticamente de quién es la música, quién la ejecuta, y para quién las ejecutamos. Nosotros 
deseamos ser una organización que escucha y sirve a todos.

Como individuos, venimos a este trabajo con diferentes perspectivas y experiencias de vida.Somos 
conscientes de que el trabajo es difícil, pero entendemos que nuestra fortaleza como comunidad radica 
en nuestra habilidad de apoyarnos y elevarnos mutuamente, especialmente en tiempos de adversi-
dad. Continuaremos luchando por un futuro donde la diversidad, equidad, inclusión, y el sentido de 
pertenencia no sean solo ideales, sino realidades vividas.
Esta visión no es estática. Es un documento vivo, en constantemente evolución a medida que apren-
demos, crecemos, y nos adaptamos a las necesidades de nuestros miembros y nuestra comunidad. 
Entendemos que podemos lograr más colectivamente de lo que jamás podríamos
individualmente. Creemos en el poder de la música para unir a las personas, transcender barreras y 
forjar conexiones dentro de nuestra comunidad extendida. 
Basamos nuestra comprensión de este compromiso en estas definiciones, que se aplican no solo a la 
orquesta, el personal, y la junta, sino a todos aquellos cuya vida tocamos: 
Diversidad: La envergadura de diferencias entre las personas, tanto externas como internas.
Equidad: Donde todos tienen el apoyo que necesitan para florecer y alcanzar su máximo potencial.
Inclusión y Pertenencia: Una invitación a participar en todos los aspectos de nuestra organización, con 
propiedad compartida y respeto mutuo.

Me gustaría compartir con ustedes nuestra nueva declaración de visión, que 
nos ayudará a guiarnos mientras continuamos dando forma a nuestro futuro 
como organización y como parte de esta comunidad. Por favor, háganos saber 
cómo podemos ser mejores y más fieles a estos ideales.”   Fred Henle, HCS, Presidente
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Snow is Glistening
Overture to Diamonds..............................................Gwymeth Walker	
	                                    		                          (b. 1947)	
                                            
Violin Concerto No. 1 in G Minor, Op 26........................Max Bruch
							               (1838–1920)   

Ronald Gorevic, violin

I. Prelude: Allergro Moderato
Il. Adagio

III. Finale: Allergro energico

Intermission

An Old English Christmas.........................................David Kidwell 
			                                                              (b. 1968)	

Oy Hanukkah: Reflections and Revels...........Elissa Brill Pashkin	
		                                                                         (b. 1963)

Wandering Toward Bethlehem.........................Clifton J. Noble, Jr.
							                    (b. 1961)

A Christmas Festival..............................................Leroy Anderson
							             (1908–1975)

Sleigh Ride..............................................................Leroy Anderson	
							             (1908–1975)
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          Holyoke Civic Symphony  December 8, 2024   

 Snow is Glistening
Program Notes by Jane Rausch

Richard Smith wrote “Walking in a Winter Wonderland” in 1934. Because its 
words so aptly awaken memories of many happy holidays, it is not surprising 
that since that year, some 200 artists have recorded the song. Maestro 
David Kidwell has reinforced these feelings by assembling a program of 
classic and beloved holiday music with the added attraction of audience 
favorites: guest violinist, Ronald Gorevic and composer Gwyneth Walker.

*****

GWYNETH WALKER (b. 1947) 
Overture to Diamonds
Walker composed this 2002 piece in four parts, each section with a diamond 
inspired central image. 

Part 1 “Cutting Diamonds” is angular and constructed on chords of fourths, 
a “splitting” motive of a semi-tone, repeated “hammering” accents on the 
downbeats and glistening D Major triads at the cadences.

Part 2 “Transparent Diamonds” has a sparse texture, allowing the light to 
shine through cascading patters in the winds, tremolo and trills in the strings 
and waves of sound.

Part 3 “Dancing Diamonds” features the clarinet and percussion in portray-
ing the joy and sparkle of diamonds, followed by “dots of energy” from the 
viola and piccolo so that everyone joins in the dance.

Part 4 “Jubilant Diamonds” provides the return of opening materials, now 
generating a melody in the brass, and rapid figures in the strings and winds 
to create a flurry of celebration and excitement leading to the return of the 
theme “Transparent Diamonds” and the final statement of the “splitting” 
motive.

*****
MAX BRUCH (1838–1920) 
Violin Concerto No. 1 in G Minor, Op. 26
Bruch was a German composer, conductor, and teacher who was widely 
known and respected in his day.  He began composing at age 11, and
by 14 had produced a symphony and a string quartet: the latter won a prize 
that allowed him to study with pianist Ferdinand Hillier in Cologne.        
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Bruch held various posts as a choral and orchestral conductor in five German 
cities as well as Liverpool, England.  In 1883 he visited America to conduct 
concerts of his own work.  From 1890-1910, he taught composition at the 
Berlin Academy and received numerous awards for his work, including an 
honorary doctorate at Cambridge University.

Composed in 1985 and 1986, Bruch’s Violin Concerto No.1 is a work of 
lyrical beauty and emotional sincerity. It opens with a dialogue between 
soloist and orchestra followed by a wide-ranging subject played by the 
violin.  A contrasting theme reaches the highest register of the violin.  A 
stormy section for orchestra recalls the opening dialogue, softening to 
lead directly into the Adagio, which is based on three important themes, 
all languorous and sweet, shared by soloist and orchestra.

*****
DAVID KIDWELL (b. 1968)
An Old English Christmas 
Maestro Kidwell composed this piece for the HCS in 2009. It is a medley 
of Christmas carols including “HereWe Come A-wassaling,” “The Holly 
and the Ivy,” “I Saw Three Ships,” “God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen,” and 
the “Sussex Carol.”

*****

ELISSA BRILL PASHKIN (b. 1963)      
Oy Hanukkah: Reflections and Revels
Dr. Pashkin is the chair of the HCC Music Department and offers the 
following introduction for this composition:
	 Oy Hanukkah: Reflections and Revels was commissioned and 
premiered by the Holyoke Civic Symphony in December, 2014, under the 
direction of Maestro David Kidwell.  2024 marks the tenth anniversary.  The 
piece is structured as a continuous variation of the traditional melody “Oh 
Hanukkah” (“Oy Hanukkah” in Yiddish).  As is typical of many traditional 
Jewish melodies, it is joyful, while in a minor key.  The melody itself is quite 
simple, which makes it a great candidate for this sort of manipulation. 
	 It starts out with a kind of a tease, first with a fragment from the 
solo violin, then another fragment from the solo clarinet (a shout-out to 
Gershwin’s Rhapsody in Blue), then the full melody is launched.  It is a 
slow, somewhat halting and nostalgic version of the theme.  The mem-
ories evoked become warmer and more active, but also a little more 
muddied, with the entrance of the full horn section. As the piece continues, 
the tempo quickens, and it becomes more fragmented and contrapuntal, 
with interruptions by the brass choir playing its own harmonized bit of the 
original tune.  It moves into an atmospheric section with hints of celebra-
tions in different locations, akin to the sound of a distant marching band 
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in Charles Ives’ Three Places in New England, only here it is evoking 
Eastern Europe—like a soundscape to a Chagall painting. The tem-
po gets faster, and then faster again, and by the end, it breaks into a 
Klezmer freylekh, or festive dance.  

*****
CLIFTON J. NOBLE, JR. (b.1961)       
Wandering Toward Bethlehem
Dr. Noble has graciously provided the following description of this com-
position:

John Jacob Niles said that his folk-hymn, “I wonder as I Wander” grew out 
of three lines of music sung for him by a girl who called herself Annie Mor-
gan.  The place was Murphy, North Carolina, and the time was July 1933.  I 
have based my holiday medley “Wandering Toward Bethlehem” on Niles’ 
haunting melody. It serves as a kind of rondo theme, recurring through-
out the piece in various rhythmic guises, interspersed with excursions 
into African-American spirituals: “Mary Had a Baby,” “Sweet Little Jesus 
Boy,” “Go Tell it on the Mountain,” and eventually arriving at the “Little 
Town of Bethlehem.”

*****

LEROY ANDERSON  (1908—1975)
A Christmas Festival and Sleigh Ride
Anderson was a preeminent American composer of light concert music.  
He was born in Cambridge, Massachusetts to first-generation Swedish  
immigrants.  Originally a trombonist, he was director of the Harvard 
Band, and during WWII he served as an Army captain in intelligence.  
He achieved fame as an arranger for the Boston Pops  and for his 
conducting. The orchestra will perform two of his most familiar holiday 
compositions.

A Christmas Festival, written in 1957, is a sparkling arrangement that 
includes “Joy to the World,” Deck the Halls,” “O Come, O Come, 
Emmanuel,” “Good King Wenceslas,” “Hark! The Herald Angel Sing,” “
Silent Night,” “Jingle Bells,” and “Adeste Fidelis.”

Sleigh Ride was composed in 1946, ironically during a long heat wave.  
The lyrics tell of a person who would like to share a sleigh ride on a win-
ter’s day with another person.  Ever since it was first recorded in 1949, it 
has been a holiday favorite.  Special effects to listen to besides the sleigh 
bells are wood blocks to capture the sound of the clip-clopping horses’ 
hooves, a slapstick to reproduce the cracking whip, and of course, that 
now famous horse whinny near the end of the piece by a half-valved 
trumpet glissando that provides a rollicking end for our concert.
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                        Holyoke Civic Symphony    December 8, 2024   

La Nieve Brilla
Programa por Jane Rausch

Traducción por Eugenio Figueroa

Richard Smith escribió "Walking in a Winter Wonderland" en 1934. Debido 
a que sus letras evocan tan adecuadamente recuerdos de las Navidades, 
no es sorprendente que, desde ese año, alrededor de 200 artistas hayan 
grabado la canción. El maestro David Kidwell ha reforzado estos sentimien-
tos al curar un programa de música clásica y navideña querida, con el 
atractivo adicional de los favoritos del público: el violinista invitado Ronald 
Gorevic y la compositora Gwyneth Walker.

*****

GWYNETH WALKER (1947—)
Obertura a los Diamantes
Walker compuso esta pieza en el 2002 en cuatro partes, cada sección con una 
imagen central inspirada en un diamante.
Parte 1: "Corte de Diamantes" es angular y se construye sobre acordes de cuartas, 
con un motivo de "división" de un semitono, con acentuaciones de "martillo" repeti-
das en los tiempos fuertes y triadas de Re mayor brillantes en las cadencias.
Parte 2: "Diamantes Transparentes" tiene una textura esparcida, permitiendo que la 
luz se filtre a través de patrones en cascada en los vientos, trémolos y trinos en las 
cuerdas, y olas de sonido.
Parte 3: "Diamantes Bailarines" destaca el clarinete y la percusión para representar 
la alegría y el brillo de los diamantes, seguido de "puntos de energía" de la viola y el 
piccolo, para que todos se unan en la danza.
Parte 4: "Diamantes Jubilosos" presenta el retorno de los materiales inicial, ahora 
generando una melodía en los metales, y figuras rápidas en las cuerdas y los vien-
tos para crear un torbellino de celebración y emoción, conduciendo al regreso del 
tema "Diamantes Transparentes" y la declaración final del motivo de "división".

*****

MAX BRUCH (1838–1920)
Concierto para Violín No. 1 en sol menor, Op. 26
Bruch fue un compositor, director de orquesta y maestro alemán, ampliamente 
conocido y respetado en su época. Comenzó a componer a los 11 años, y a los 
14 ya había producido una sinfonía y un cuarteto de cuerdas: este último ganó un 
premio que le permitió estudiar con el pianista Ferdinand Hillier en Colonia.



Bruch ocupó diversos puestos como director de coros y orquestas en cinco 
ciudades alemanas, así como en Liverpool, Inglaterra. En 1883 visitó Estados 
Unidos para dirigir conciertos de sus propias obras. Entre 1890-1910, enseñó 
composición en la Academia de Berlín y recibió numerosos premios por su 
trabajo, incluyendo un doctorado honorario en la Universidad de Cambridge.
Compuesto entre 1885 y 1886, el Concierto para Violín No. 1 de Bruch es una 
obra de belleza lírica y sinceridad emocional. Comienza con un diálogo entre 
el solista y la orquesta, seguido de un tema de gran alcance interpretado por el 
violín. Un tema contrastante alcanza el registro más alto del violín. Una sección 
tormentosa para orquesta recuerda el diálogo inicial, suavizándose para dar 
paso directamente al Adagio, que se basa en tres temas importantes, todos 
lánguidos y dulces, compartidos por el solista y la orquesta.

*****

DAVID KIDWELL  (b. 1968)
Una Navidad Inglesa Antigua
El Maestro Kidwell compuso esta obra para la HCS en 2009. Es una mezcla 
de villancicos navideños que incluye "Here We Come A-wassailing", "The Holly 
and the Ivy", "I Saw Three Ships", "God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen" y "Sussex 
Carol".

*****

ELISSA BRILL PASHKIN  (b. 1963)
Oy Hanukkah: Reflexiones y Celebraciones
La Dra. Pashkin es la directora del Departamento de Música de HCC y ofrece 
la siguiente introducción para esta composición:
Oy Hanukkah: Reflexiones y Celebraciones fue comisionada y estrenada por la 
Holyoke Civic Symphony en diciembre de 2014, bajo la dirección del Maestro Da-
vid Kidwell. El 2024 marca el décimo aniversario. La obra está estructurada como 
una variación continua de la melodía tradicional "Oh Hanukkah" ("Oy Hanukkah" 
en yidis). Como es típico de muchas melodías judías tradicionales, es alegre, 
pero en una tonalidad menor. La melodía en sí misma es bastante simple, lo que 
la convierte en una excelente candidata para este tipo de manipulación.

Comienza con una especie de provocación, primero con un fragmento del violín 
solista, luego otro fragmento del clarinete solista (un guiño a la "Rhapsody in 
Blue" de Gershwin), y luego se lanza la melodía completa. Es una versión lenta, 
algo hesitante y nostálgica del tema. Los recuerdos evocan sensaciones más 
cálidas y activas, pero también un poco más combinadas, con la entrada de la 
sección completa de metales. A medida que avanza la obra, el tempo se acelera, 
y se vuelve más fragmentada y contrapuntística, con interrupciones del coro de 
metales tocando su propia versión armonizada de la melodía original. La obra se 
traslada a una sección atmosférica con toques de celebraciones en diferentes 
lugares, similar al sonido de una banda de marcha distante en Three Places in 
New England de Charles Ives, aunque aquí evoca el Europa del este—como una
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escena sonora de una pintura de Chagall. El tempo se acelera, luego se acelera 
aún más, y al final, la pieza estalla en un freylekh klezmer, o danza festiva.

*****

CLIFTON J. NOBLE, JR. (b.1961)
Vagando Hacia Belén
El Dr. Noble ha tenido la amabilidad de proporcionar la siguiente descripción de 
esta composición:
John Jacob Niles dijo que su himno folklorico "I Wonder as I Wander" nació de 
tres líneas musicales que le cantó una niña que se hacía llamar Annie Morgan. 
El lugar fue Murphy, Carolina del Norte, y el momento fue julio de 1933. He 
basado mi medley navideño "Vagando Hacia Belén" en la melodía emotiva de 
Niles. Esta sirve como una especie de tema de rondó, repitiéndose a lo largo 
de la obra en diversas formas rítmicas, intercaladas con excursiones a espiri-
tuales afroamericanos: "Mary Had a Baby", "Sweet Little Jesus Boy", "Go Tell It 
on the Mountain", y finalmente llegando a "Little Town of Bethlehem".

*****

LEROY ANDERSON   (1908—1975)
Un Festival de Navidad y Paseo en Trineo
Anderson fue un compositor estadounidense destacado de música ligera para 
conciertos. Nació en Cambridge, Massachusetts, hijo de inmigrantes suecos 
de primera generación. Originalmente trombonista, fue director de la Banda de 
la Universidad de Harvard y, durante la Segunda Guerra Mundial, sirvió como 
capitán del ejército en inteligencia. Alcanzó la fama como arreglista para la 
Boston Pops y por su labor como director. La orquesta interpretará dos de sus 
composiciones navideñas más conocidas.

Un Festival de Navidad, escrito en 1957, es un arreglo brillante que incluye 
"Joy to the World", "Deck the Halls", "O Come, O Come, Emmanuel", "Good 
King Wenceslas", "Hark! The Herald Angels Sing", "Silent Night", "Jingle Bells" y 
"Adeste Fideles".

Paseo en Trineo fue compuesto en 1946, irónicamente durante una ola de 
calor prolongada. La letra cuenta la historia de una persona que desearía 
compartir un paseo en trineo en un día de invierno con otra persona. Desde 
su primera grabación en 1949, ha sido una de las favoritas durante las 
fiestas. Los efectos especiales a escuchar, además de las campanitas de 
trineo, bloques de madera para capturar el sonido de los cascos de los ca-
ballos, una "slapstick" para reproducir el sonido del látigo, y, por supues-
to, el famoso relincho del caballo al final de la pieza, logrado mediante 
un glissando en la trompeta con válvula doble que proporciona un final 
animado para nuestro concierto.
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Bringing Every Corner 
of Creativity to L ife

Executive Producer, Richard S. Ravosa, Esq.
   Boston & Los Angeles 
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About the Orchestra
	

The Holyoke Civic Symphony had its beginning in 1966-
67 as part of Holyoke Community College. About 25 years l
later, after hard work and determination to stay afloat, HCS 
incorporated in the early ‘90s as a nonprofit that has steadfastly 
offered opportunities to perform and listen to symphonic music while 
staying committed to accessibility at every performance. 

Fifty to 60 non-professional musicians of varying backgrounds 
and ages come together to rehearse at HCC Monday evenings. 
Local professional musicians perform as guest soloists; living com- 
posers provide original compositions that the orchestra performs 
along with the classics.

HCS conducts a biennial concerto competition for students in 
grades 9 -12. Winners receive a scholarship and the opportunity 
to perform as a guest soloist. In alternating years, HCS holds a 
composition competition, receiving entries from all over the U.S. 
The winning composition competition is performed at the season’s 
final concert in May.
 
HCS is committed to minimizing financial barriers, therefore most 
performances are free. The orchestra receives generous business 
and individual contributions, depending on these donations one 
successful year after another. HCS is grateful to Holyoke Community 
College for rehearsal and concert space as well as for other needed 
services. This season Holyoke Civic Symphony commemorates its 
58th year and its 28th season under the baton of Music Director and 
Conductor David Kidwell.

For information we are at
 www.holyokecivicsymphony.org        

413-256-1760
David Kidwell, Music Director    

director@holyokecivicsymphony.org

Emily Lewis, Business Manager
manager@holyokecivicsymphony.org
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                     Guest Performer     December 8, 2024

Snow is Glistening
                                                           

At today’s concert we welcome back RONALD GOREVIC, an 
orchestra and audience favorite, performing solo violin with Max 
Bruch’s Violin Concerto in G minor, Op. 26.
About his performance today, Gorevic comments:
I so enjoy playing with the Holyoke Civic Symphony 
orchestra. There’s a lot of history between us making 
it feel like being part of a wonderfully supportive 
family.  David is such an empathetic conductor and 
accompanist, it’s always musically rewarding.

Ronald Gorevic has had a long and distinguished career as a performer 
and teacher on both the violin and viola. As a violist, he has been a mem-
ber of several well known string quartets spanning over twenty years and 
covering most of the quartet repertoire. He has toured throughout the 
US, Germany, Japan, Korea, and Australia and has been broadcast on 
radio stations across the US, South and Southwest German radio, and the 
Australian Broadcast network. As a violinist he has performed recitals in 
major US cities, including New York, Cleveland, Chicago, and Atlanta. He 
has also performed in London.

A member of the Chester string quartet, he has recorded string quartets 
by Barber, Quincy Porter, and Walter Piston for Koch International. For 
Centaur, he has also recorded the Brahms clarinet quintet and trio in 
Brahms’s own arrangement for viola instead of clarinet. 

He is currently on the faculties of Smith College and UMass Amherst. 
He has held teaching positions at the Cleveland Institute of Music, the 
University of Akron, Indiana University at South Bend, and the Green-
wood summer music camp. In addition to his teaching duties, he has an 
arrangement of the Mendelssohn violin concerto in E minor for viola 
and piano, available in the US through Sharmusic.com.

His recent recording of the complete Bach cello suites and the Chaconne 
on the viola is available on all the major streaming platforms.
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	    THE ORCHESTRA           December 8, 2024 

First Violin
Irina Condon, Concertmaster

Helen Chesworth
Fred Henle

Jill Michelaugh
Laura Espinoza Mufson

Second Violin
Nancy Hoople

Jane Allen
Lincoln Geddis
Nicole Henchey

Karen Pery
Meredith Quitno
Cheryl Solomon

Kathy Wroblewski

Viola
Erin Thom

Gregory Campbell
Jack Carrington

Diana Cole
Don Tetenbaum

Cello
Audrey Barker-Plotkin

Eric Bitman
Anna McHugh
Jenny Peters

French Horn
Tom Stockton

Michael Sherman
Stanley Light
Seth Moore

Trumpet
Dan Melbourne
Robert Parsons
Robert Ravosa

Trombone
Joris Taupier

Wendi Greene
Benjamin Rivas

Steve Tilley

Tuba
Valentine Bialecki

Timpani
Katy Maher

Percussion
Bailey Forfaa

Kevin Jamouss

Bass
Amanda Sposato
Coleman Hartner
Lucy Shrenker

Flute
Jennifer Quynn-Dale
Suzanne Christina

Patty Devine

Piccolo
Patty Devine

Oboe
John Vance
Joyce Schlef

Clarinet
Paul Dratfield

Ab Brown
Joseph Mercolino

Bassoon
Roger Clapp

Christine Morrill

English Horn
John Vance

This program is supported in part by grants 
from local agencies:

 Holyoke Cultural Council and South Hadley Cultural Council,
                              and with a grant from the Massachusetts 
                                           Cultural Council,  a state agency.

Western Mass Horn Society 
Stanley R. Light, Chairman

     99 Prouty Street, 
Springfield, MA 0111   

    413-796-8150    stanlight99@hotmail.com
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    S

  Ad sponsored by Wendy Foxmyn                                   Art by Brad Heckman

“Let there be peace on earth,
&  let it begin with me.”

Jane Allen     Louise Antony    Audrey Barker-Plotkin
Sika Berger    Eric Bittman    Helen Chesworth    Diana Cole

Irina Condon    Patty Devine    Wendy Foxmyn 
Jeanne Friedman    Fred Henle    Nancy Hoople
Janet Hudson    Bob Hudson    David Kidwell

Nola Kulig    Joseph Levine    Emily Lewis    Stan Light
Katy Maher    Stephanie Ormsby    Jenny Peters

Lane Raymond                                                     Lucy Shrenker
Amanda Sposato                                           Christopher Stolk
Jennifer Stolk                                                             Robin Stolk
Don Tetenbaum                                                        John Vance



Conductors Circle ($1,500+)
Anonymous

Emily Kidwell
  

President's Circle ($500+)
Louise Antony & Joseph Levine
Audrey & Jeremy Barker-Plotkin

Irina & George Condon
Fred Henle

Dianne Henning
George Howard & Barbara Davis

Nola & Alan Kulig 
Attorney Stanley R. Light

Jane Rausch
Eleanor Santos

Lois Schwab
James Sheehan & Diana Cole

Suzanne Spadola

Founder ($250+) 
Jane Allen

Susan Berger
David Henchey
Karen J. Pery
Jenny Peters

Louise Quynn in honor of the marriage 
of Jennifer Quynn-Dale to Bob Waters

Jennifer Quynn-Dale
Lois Schwab

Kenneth & Christine Singer
Robin Stolk

Benefactor  ($100+)
The Pluta Family in loving 
memory of Elroy Barber

Tom & Maryann Bankman 
Sandra Sulsky & Eric Bittman

Benefactor continued  ($100+)
Helen Chesworth

Colleen Currie
Patricia Farrington 

Richard Glashow & Jan Fialkow
Jeanne Friedman

Nancy Hoople
Janet & Robert Hudson   

in honor of David & the orchestra
Joseph Mercolino
Jill Michaelhaugh

John Pollard 
Meredith Quitno     

Robert & Karen Ravosa
Joyce & Chuck Schlef

Don & Nina Tetenbaum
John Vance 

Friend  ($25+)
Sally Carlton

honoring Natalie Mundis, tuba 
Glenn P. Corbiere

Roger Clapp
Patricia Farrington & Jim Ellis

Laura Ferguson
Barry Friedman
Mary Friedman
Sylvia Galvan 

saluting Richard Glashow
Louise & Bill Krieger

Stephen Linsky
Emily Lewis

Susan McGurk
Joseph Mercolino
Johanna Santos
Amanda Sposato

Steve Tilley
Jean Walachy
Ann Wedaman
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Thank You All!
    Donations July 2023 - December 2024



“The Sound Choice”  for 58 Years!                                                                        PAGE 19

Valley Classical Concerts
Extraordinary Chamber Music at Sweeney
Concert Hall, Smith College, Northampton MA

Coming Soon!

Saturday, November 2, 7:30 pm           The Ciompi String Quartet
with Ieva Jokûbavièiûtë, piano

Mieczys³aw Weinberg’s astounding but little-known 1944 Piano Quintet, plus music by Mozart,
William Grant Still, and John Dowland.

Sunday, December 15, 3:00 pm [Note date change!] The Lysander Trio
Beethoven’s “Ghost” Trio, op. 70/1 in D major, Rebecca Clarke’s rarely heard Piano Trio of 1921,

and Schumann’s ultra-romantic Piano Trio in D minor, op. 63.

Details, updates, directions, & tickets: www.valleyclassicalconcerts.org
(413) 586-0458        info@valleyclassicalconcerts.org

Special discounts for students; 18 and under free!

Join us for on-stage conversation with the artists 1  hour before each concert.

Programs subject to change.

YOUR PIONEER VALLEY MOVING SPECIALIST

Jimmy Burgoff

(413)256-6800
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERICIAL  SPECIALIZING IN PIANOS & SAFES
www.jimmyburgoff.com       jimmy@jimmyburgoff.com

OVER 11,000 PIANOS MOVED SINCE 1978



You Keep Us Strong!
  
___$1,500 Conductor’s Circle      ___$500  President’s Circle
  ___$250  Founder     ___$100  Benefactor    ___$25   Friend
  ___ $ Other donation  $25 and up are listed on our program book
 
 Name ______________________________ Are you a new supporter?__    
 Email  ___________________________________________(not shared)
 Address _______________________________City ________________  
 Zip__________________ Phone________________________________ 

Are you saluting a Player?  please tell us:
_____________________________________________________________                            

Send with your check:  HOLYOKE CIVIC SYMPHONY
303 HOMESTEAD AVE., HOLYOKE, MA 01040

or  donate online:  www.holyokecivicsymphony.org 
Your donation supports our free orchestra concerts, commissioning of  composers,

 soloists, student concerto competition partnering with community organizations, more.  
Holyoke Civic Symphony is a tax-exempt charitable organization as described in 501(c)(3) of the IRS Code.

Congratulations, Holyoke Civic Symphony, 
for 58 years of great concerts

& to music director/conductor 
David Kidwell for 

28 years of fine orchestral leadership!

STANLEY R. LIGHT
ATTORNEY AT LAW

	
99 Prouty Street

Springfield, MA 01119
Call: (413) 796-8150

stanlight99@hotmail.com
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Michael D. Ravosa, CFP       
Senior Vice President, CFP, Portfolio Manager

                               The RBD Wealth Management Group

      One Monarch Place,  Suite 1400
      Springfield, MA 01144
				        Tel. 413-785-4900 ext. 4907 	
                                                             Fax  413-785-1058         	
                                                       Toll free  800-628-9406  
                                      	       michael.ravosa@ubs.com

 
 UBS Financial Services Inc. is a subsidiary of UBS AG       www.ubs.com

Congratulations, 
Holyoke Civic Symphony.

58 seasons of  
beautiful  music

& counting.  



         SPONSORING is GOOD 
for You  &  for  Us! 

  THANKS TO THIS SEASON’S
 CONCERT SPONSORS

LINDA ROBINSON DENTAL 

December/May: HOLYOKE GAS & ELECTRIC

March:  FAMILY OF ROBERT ABRAMS

All season concerts:  PEOPLESBANK

Find Out About SPONSOR options   
 manager@holyokecivicsymphony.org

Sponsors Get: 
FULL-PAGE PROGRAM BOOK AD 

MENTION ON HCS WEBSITE 
www.holyokecivicsymphony.org 

SPONSOR BANNER/SIGN DISPLAYED
in the lobby on the day of the concert

SALUTE from stage & in our program book 

4 FREE ADMISSIONS to season’s final concert 
(benefit concert - the only concert that is not free) 
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KULIG Financial Advisors

Nola Kulig, CFA, CFP

Investment advisor representative of and investment advisory services offered
through CGN Advisors, LLC, a fee-only SEC registered investment advisor. Tel:
(910) FEE-ONLY. Kulig Financial Advisors may offer investment advisory services
in the State of MA and in other jurisdictions where exempted.

Making competent,
objective advice
accessible.  

  413-565-2839
  www.kuligfinancial.com
   Longmeadow, MA

Fee-only financial advice,
no commissions

OLD POST ROAD
ORCHESTRA

OLD POST ROAD
ORCHESTRA

Please join us for our 39th concert season!
October 18, 2024  -  7:30 PM

April 4, 2025  -  7:30 PM

December 6, 2024  -  7:30 PM

June 20, 2025  -  7:30 PM

December 15, 2024  -  2:00 PM

June 22, 2025  -  3:00 PM

Bethlehem Church.  123 Allen Street, Hampden, MA

Minnechaug Regional High School.  621 Main Street, Wilbraham, MA

St. Cecilia Church.  42 Main Street, Wilbraham, MA

Memorial Hall.  198 Main Street, Monson, MA

Mary, Mother of Hope Church.  840 Page Blvd, Springfield, MA

Loomis Lakeside at Reed’s Landing.  807 Wilbraham Road, Springfield, MA

www.opro.org  •  facebook.com/OPROFB
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                              Christine Singer has more than 35 years 
                             of leadership experience in non-profit ‘

                          management and organizational and 
      workforce development.

                                        PERSONAL COACHING               
             PROGRAM CONSULTATION   STRATEGIC PLANNING 

       WORKSHOPS:
    Effective Communication         Building Effective Teams 

  Conflict Management Supervisory Training and more.
1045 West Street, Pittsfield, MA 01201

     413-822-1318
workshopsforsuccess@gmail.com

www.workshopsforsuccess.org

Christine Singer, M.Ed., President

Your Personal Best
WORKSHOPS FOR SUCCESS
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This orchestra is in its 58th year.
We are grateful to those who participated

and supported HCS growing into the successful
community orchestra it is today.

This year, two long-serving HCS musicians passed on.

Bob Abrams       Hal Portner
.... You’ll always be part of who we are. Thank you.

                          

Thanks!  You’ve been big help!
Holyoke Community College: facilities & percussion instruments

 Steve Bailey: concert production and assistance,
Dianne Henning, Fred Henle, and David Kidwell: assistance 

with the orchestra’s website,
Barbara Lockhart: door greeter

Special thanks to Jane Rausch: Program Notes
Eugenio Figueroa: Program Notes translation

HCS string quartet musicians: Audrey Barker Plotkin, Diana Cole,  
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Real. Simple. Banking.
bankatpeoples.com

It‘s Simple. 
Music heals the soul.

Member FDIC/Member DIF

Proud to support the Holyoke Civic Symphony. 


